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Various colours of 
biotechnology

Â Red biotechnology ïpharmaceutical and medical use of  
biotechnology (genetic testing, storage of genetic data in 
medical banks , production of drugs, e.g. insulin)

Â White biotechnology ïindustrial use (eg. bio - fuels, bio -
plastic and bio -pharming for pharmaceuticals) 

Â Green biotechnology ïagricultural use 

Â Cultivation and trade of GM seed

Â Use of GM plants as animal feed

Â Food production and trade

Â Animal biotechnology (use of antibiotics in animal farming , 
modification of animal genome )
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A small quiz

1) The most often genetically modified plant 
isé

a) potato

b) maize

c) tomato

d) soybean
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A small quiz

2) Itôs due to genetic engineering thaté

a) étomatos remain fresh, red and tasty for longer.

b) éstrawberries taste better even in the winter 
time.

c) ésalmon fish grow faster and achieve within one 
season the size of a 2 -3 years old fish.

d) écannabis grown by drug dealers flowers many 
times in year.
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A small quiz

2) Itôs true thaté

a) égenetic modifications are inherited from 
generation to generation.

b) émodified genes may transfer from food to the 
consumerôs genome.

c) éthe digestion of GM food differs from that of 
conventional food.

d) éconsumption of GM food is not indifferent for 
the organism.
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Controversies concerning 
biotechnology in Europe

Special Eurobarometer Europeans and Biotechnology in 2005
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European Public Opinion on 
biotechnology
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Special Eurobarometer Europeans and Biotechnology in 2005
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GMO in the EU 
Â Common law concerning cultivation and trade of GM 

products ( seeds , animal feed , food )

Â Import of GM soybeans as an animal feed on a large
scale

Â Labelling of food products containing GMO ( above
0,9%)

Â Only maize of the sort MON 810 ( resistant for 
certain insect pests ) is allowed for cultivation

Â De facto moratorium in the years 1999 -2004

Â Accusation of the EU at WTO by USA and other GMO 
exporters for abuse of free trade rules , eventually
lost by the EU
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GMO in the EU

Â Although there is a common EU law about GMO, 
national governments may introduce (after 
getting approval from the European 
Commission) temporary bans on cultivation of 
GMO.

Â Currently GMO is cultivated only in Spain, Czech 
Republik, Romania, Portugal, Poland and 
Slovakia

Â Bans have been introduced in Austria, France, 
Greece, Germany, Luxembourg and Hungary 
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